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The aim of this interdisciplinary conference
is to present the research results of the
project "Hidden History. Representation of
Women in the Era of Conquest and
Colonisation of the New World" supported
by the Czech Science Foundation, and to
discuss them with other researchers. A
further aim is to connect scholars dealing
with the history of gender and/or the history
of women (and their roles and
representations) in the societies of the Old
and New World with an emphasis on the
Atlantic region.

In the past, the history of European colonial
expansion into the Atlantic region has been
presented as a mixture of individual stories
of 'great' white men (including seafarers,
conquistadors and missionaries). With the
advance of women's history in the 1970s
and gender

history in the 1980s, influenced by second-
wave feminism, this narrative began to
change. Women's history and its sources
are to be found in a broader scale of
evidence, not only the written one, but

also visual, archaeological, and material
that give the testimonies of women and
their activities that had been neglected in

the so-called grand narrative. The history of
gender then, through the study of the
transformations of femininities and
masculinities, helped to place these stories
within a broader social framework. By
taking into account other social factors (the
construct of race, class, religion, etc.) or
even increasingly popular culture-nature
relations and post-anthropocentric
narratives, gender research has made it
possible to view the web of social relations
in a complex and intersectional approach.
The colonisation of the Americas took
place in the social and cultural field and
European women (who, of course, cannot
be understood as a hegemonic group)
brought with them contemporary gender
concepts that transformed the appearance
of the Americas.

However, the gender structures of
emerging colonial societies differed in
many ways from the European ones which
influenced them. They were highly
affected, for example, by the concepts and
ideas of local populations and people
imported from Africa. Moreover, the
members of colonial societies encountered
and had to cope with situations unknown
to their predecessors.

Gender roles were particularly flexible in
the early stages of colonisation, and the
New World thus meant the possibility of
greater social mobility for European
newcomers. The world of new possibilities
was also opened up to many women who
made their way in the conquest itself, be it
in Christianisation, or in the economy, etc.
Many other women, on the other hand, lost
the opportunity for self-fulfiiment (e.g.,
women imported from Africa as slaves or
members of the conquered Native
American population). However, many
sources show that it would also be
misleading to see indigenous women in the
Americas as mere victims, as they too
employed a rich variety of survival and
coping strategies.

Many of these women did not have the
opportunity to record their stories. Even if
they did, their testimonies were neglected
or not preserved. Thus, we learn about their
lives from the sources produced by the
men who were dominant in the patriarchal
network of colonial power relations and
had the power to record something in
writing  (priests, confessors, judges,
inquisitors, and clerks). Many of these
sources, however, remain unexplored and



wait to be uncovered, whether they be
memoirs, historical records such as trials
and inquisitorial processes, various
material sources and practices, or visual
sources.

We want to discuss together, for
example, but not be strictly limited to,
the following topics:

e women and their agency in colonial
society (politics, religion, economy,
etc.); women in everyday life; actor-
networks and everyday life under
colonial rule

e representations of women and
femininity (and masculinity) in
written, visual, and material sources

e women and corporeality; gender
and the history of the body; gender
and materiality

e the transfer of European gender
roles and ideas overseas and vice
versa; the formation of gender
identities in the New and Old
Worlds and the mutual cultural

influences; the glocalisation of
European gender concepts
transformations of relations
between masculinities and
femininities in the colonial societies
of the Atlantic region through the
Early Modern era; intersection of
gender relations with the construct
of race, class, or religion; gender
non-conforming people

gender and the process of othering;
gender and alterity

women's migration and mobility in
local and global contexts of
colonialism

gendering and the processes of the
New World’s conquest and
colonisation; colonialism and
gendered violence; the coloniality
of gender; gender and global
modernity/coloniality

gender and colonialism in the
context of environmental history;
gender, colonialism, and
environmental justice; gender and
colonialism from post-humanist
perspectives
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